What We Refuse To Believe

   There are two truths that we, the Modern Evangelical American Church, stubbornly refuse to embrace. (1) Our Lord Jesus Christ actually did “take away the sins of the world”. (2) The Christian life can only be lived by Christ. The consequences of our unbelief are staggering. Instead of being a positive, gospel promoting, voice of God in our society our non-scriptural teachings have left gigantic holes in the practical theology of men. Into this “truth vacuum” has flowed numerous unbiblical groups and beliefs. We have all seen various far out fringe groups with crazy notions of Kool-Aid and comets, the more mainstream denominations who teach that you can loose that which was a free gift, and lately a huge insidious hate filled religion wanting to enslave us. But the most dangerous of all these belief systems is the subtle teaching that is found in almost all mainline denominations, that says that we still have much work to do before we gain the right to consider ourselves actually pure before God; and that we have the ability in ourselves to live the Christian life. My humble suggestion is that we remedy the most dangerous falsehood first before we engage all the erroneous notions that have flooded into the vacuum of our own making.

      When John the Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world”, he was either stating an eternal truth or voicing a contemptible lie. If the Son of God did not complete His mission then we are all eternally lost, and without a shred of hope from any source. If on the other hand Jesus meant what He said when on the cross He declared, “It is finished”, then we have the amazing privilege of receiving Him as our personal Lord and Savior and thereby to be able to live with the firm knowledge the we are completely clean and pure before our God all the time, even on our worst day. Certainly there are consequences to disobedience but those consequences do not include the loss of our eternal standing before the One who said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Nor do those consequences include God turning His back on us. He turned His back on His Son, on the cross, so that He might never turn His back on us. Even when we sin God still loves us, the blood of Christ still covers us, and we remain, forever and always, perfectly pure in His eyes. Even the discipline of God is out of love not anger. When we insist on sin He is grieved because of the pain we are inflicting on ourselves and He may very well do things to get our attention, but He is never angry with us. (I realize that this is a hard teaching to receive. It is especially hard for those Christians that feel they need an “angry God” to keep them in line. Keep in mind that He leads us, He does not drive us. He is not seeking to impress upon us our sense of duty but a sense of His overwhelming love. Maturity in Christ is always accompanied with obedience out of love, not out of the fear of how He might punish us if we fail Him.) God poured out all His wrath against sin on His Son on the cross; there is none left. All legalism stems from the notion that God becomes angry with us because of our sin and then it becomes our “job” to somehow appease Him or to assuage His anger; to get back in His good graces, to replace the scowl on God’s face with a smile. What a terrible and unbiblical way to live.) The clear teaching of scripture is that nothing in this world is more successful in leading us to practical Godliness in our lives than the understanding of our righteous standing before God. (We will never BEHAVE pure until we realize that we ARE pure.) This standing was purchased by the blood of Christ and made ours in our new birth. It is permanent and changeless. But because we don’t believe that, we spend our days trying to earn what we already have. This effort, besides being useless, takes our eyes off Jesus and puts them on our works. What we should do is exercise simple childlike faith and believe what God has said, and then spend our days enjoying His presence. You will never really grasp the reality of your position in Christ until you get close enough to God to see your reflection in His eyes. And the main thing that keeps from getting close to Him is the feeling that you carry with you continually that He does not really want you in His presence. It is our mission to dispel that notion, first in ourselves and then in others.

   Our departure from the truth of scripture and our subsequent adoption of a gospel that is “sort of biblical” but that misses the main point, has not only led to our failure to enjoy God’s presence but also to a gross misunderstanding of why we are here. (The main point of the gospel is “not to get man out of hell into heaven, but to get God out of heaven into man.” (Ian Thomas) We have, by and large, failed to live a life of joy and peace, because we won’t draw near to God, because we think He is mad at us. We have therefore, come to the erroneous conclusion that there isn’t really much joy in this Christian life, (and we wonder why the world doesn’t beat a path to our door.) We have become a people largely void of true faith and equally void of the manifested life of Christ. We rightly look forward to Heaven but we ignore the Heaven on earth which has been promised to us. (If the biggest thing in heaven is Jesus and I have Jesus in me now, then through my union with Him, even here in this croked and perverse nation, I can enjoy some of heaven on the way to heaven. Today we preach a gospel that is solely about where you go when you die and that says nothing about the life of God imparted to us in salvation. 

   The Gospel is the good news about what our Savior has accomplished for us and that because of His work we can now possess the very life of God. Heaven is icing on the cake, but today we are presenting a “gospel” message to the world that is all icing. No wonder the world is sick of our words. And in this process we have somehow concluded that we are perfectly able, in our own strength, and by our own will power and intellect, to live out the Christian life before men. We place no real value on being filled with the Holy Spirit because we already know what to do and we consider ourselves perfectly able to do it. Who are we kidding? “The Christian life is the life of Christ, lived now, by Him, through you.” (Ian Thomas). Apart from Christ living His life through us all our “works” and “good deeds” are just fuel for a soon coming fire. The truth is that I must depend as much on the life of Christ now, to live the Christian life, as I depended on the death of Christ 30 years ago, to receive the Christian life. Our lives must flow from that sense of dependence, and only in this way can we be the visible expression of an invisible God.

   We are in desperate need of revival, and I write these words toward that end. May God lead us back to the Bible and thereby back to Him.
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