On Human Suffering

   The Bible begins with no sin and ends with no sin. It begins with no death and ends with no death. There is no devil at the start nor will he be around at the end. Right now, however, we live surrounded and impacted by sin, sickness, death, and demonic evil. But as Christians, while we live in the now, we have the One who transcends time living in us. He is so much more powerful than all that comes against us that He can take the actual tragedies and evils that befall us and use them to draw us closer to Him and to help us see more clearly His perfect love for us. As we respond to Him we find comfort and an inner peace in the midst of our trials. It is then that we can be used by Him to broadcast His love to a sin sick, suffering, and dying world.

   Often in our suffering we hear from our friends that God never promised us a rose garden. I disagree. He did make such a promise  but we will not enter that garden until our time down here is done. Right now we walk in a garden full of thorns. On some days we easily avoid the thorns but there are times when it seems that we are being pierced and cut no matter which way we turn, and sometimes the wound is deep. It is especially on those days when we must recall that God  has provided the very life of His Son to be both in us and flowing through us. I don't know why but it seems that sometimes the thorns of this life help the flow of His life.

   It is, I believe, very helpful to recall that Christ also has His garden experience. Satan was there. Betrayal was there. Blood, sweat, and tears were there; as was the sure and certain smell of death. His garden also had thorns which in a few hours became His crown in reproach, shame, and human cruelty. Oh, but my brothers and sisters, He wears no such crown today. Those men who brutally forced those thorns into His head have long since turned to dust, but He lives and is seated on the right hand of God. He has a new crown now and to Him will every knee bow and every mouth confess.

   The single issue in your existence is that you respond positively to the call of God on your life. It does not matter how many thorns you encounter but whether or not you have encountered the One who overcame both His thorns and yours. The question is this: will you bow before the Perfect One while you still live in an imperfect place. Men are born, and struggle long, and die as their father's did; yet only one issue really matters: is Jesus your Lord and Savior. If you have not claimed Him as your Lord it matters not what else you do. It is of no real value in how well you avoided the thorns, how much you'll be missed, nor how many people you inspired; there is one task laid before us all: respond to the still small voice of the Almighty God who whispers to you how much He loves you; and then to live our lives in His love. 

   So when you find yourself in an especially dark and painful part of  your garden of thorns, let your heart be encouraged by these truths:

(1) He passed through His garden before you ever took your first  

     unpleasant step.

(2) His path was much worse than yours.

(3) He is walking with you and in you now as you pass through these  

     tough times.

(4) It is natural and right to seek relief, but seek Him even more. "I 

     looked at the face of Jesus and the dove of peace flew into my 

     heart. I looked at the dove and it flew away again."

(5) Pray after this manner: Not my will, Lord, but thine be done.
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